GAGE COUNTY- HOW THE LOSS OF ONE SOCIAL SECURITY CHECK CAN
LEAVE YOU HOPELESS

WRITTEN BY BARBARA A. MICEK

“Live my life for a week.”

Those words by Cathy Rakes are rooted in over a decade of frustration and
struggles.

And the light at the end of the tunnel still seems far off.

Doug and Cathy Rakes were only married only a year when he got ill. Doug
suffered from uncontrollable high blood pressure. His body functioned with only
one kidney and one side of his heart was enlarged.

And then cancer.
The fast growing kind in his lungs and spine and hip.

The couple spent their anniversary and his birthday at the hospital for radiation
treatments.
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anguish that reaches deep into the pockets of her soul.

The long siege of sickness also left her with piles of overdue bills and no money to
pay them with.

It had taken the couple eight years to get Social Security disability. Cathy was

working at Wal-Mart in Beatrice and had to quit to go to work at the Dollar Store

in nearby Wymore because Doug kept gettingsicker F Y R ¢S {1 SNX» aL &1
closer to home so | could come home and check on him and put wood in the
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for the three years before Doug died, but meantime Cathy could only work two
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Medicaid which paid for his medication, hospital bills and doctor fees.

Working two days a weeks could barely cover utility bills and normal living
expenses, let alone the gas for the frequent drives for radiation from their home
in Blue Springs to Lincoln, or the cases of Ensure that was the only source of
nutrition Doug could swallow.

Eventually Cathy had to quit her job to take care of her husband. He needed full-
time help and there was no money to pay for home-health care.
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Before Doug died on August 24, 2007, he had some comfort in thinking his wife
would have that last disability check to help cover some of their living expenses.
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Cathy was told by the funeral home director if she received the Social Security
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in which the recipient dies.
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be put on hold.
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would be no hardship exemption or no prorates. To put it simply, there would be
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she says.
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to be sold for being behind in taxes. Friends had a poker tournament benefit and
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ran in the Lincoln paper and | received money and prayers from total strangers.
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wintertime, the pipes will freeze because she has to heat her home with wood.
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